Good morning ladies and gentlemen, it’s an honor for me to be in your presence in this remarkable setting as a representative of your fellow Americans currently serving in the 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum, New York. I bring with me the warm regards the Division’s senior leadership, Major General Michael Oates and Command Sergeant Major James Redmore, who could not personally accept your invitation, due to the Division command post’s current deployment as the Multi-nation Division Headquarters for the reconstruction and security of Central Iraq. I know both would have been thrilled to have been able to share in this significant event of the history of the 10th Mountain Division.

In 1943, in the most desperate times in our Nation’s history, our Army created the 10th Light Infantry Division (Alpine) at Camp Hale. This unit would become something more than nearly one in ninety divisions organized to train and deploy the 11 million young Americans (an entire generation)  needed to stem the bitter tide of  perverse totalitarianism that had swept across Europe and the Pacific. The creation of the 10th Mountain Division was a special event in American military history.  Assembled here in majesty of these mountains, this outfit united a gallery of what McKay Jenkins, the author of a fine history of the 10th Division, entitled The Last Ridge, described as, “European expatriates, wealthy ski bums, mountaineers, and thrill seekers into a unique band of alpine soldiers who… would set new standards for both Soldiering and mountaineering.” This Division would go on the accomplish some of the most revered feats attributed to the American Soldier; some of these men honor us with their presence here today. After joining the Allied armies fighting the obscenely bitter and bloody campaign in Italy in 1945, these Soldiers climbed the 1500 vertical feet of Riva Ridge’s fearsomely defended heights after three other American Divisions fought valiantly and failed;  terrain the enemy’s world-renowned mountain troops considered too impossible scale. But scale it they did. Continuing their offensive, the Soldiers of the 10th Division seized the enemy-held heights of Mount Belvedere, breached the Apennine Mountain line, and battled their way their across the Po River to Lake Garda and completely destroying five elite, battle-hardened German divisions in 114 days of sustained combat. Their deeds added resounding notes to the death knell of Hitler’s Third Reich, helping to end a world war and bring the dawn of a new age –  an age in which the assurance of liberty would motivate men and their governments, instead of the lust of illegitimate monarchs or the morally repugnant cravings of imperialists and ideologues. It was on that world stage where the first generation of the 10th Mountain Division veterans stood up and was counted.    
Of the more than ninety American Army Divisions that fought During the Second World War, only 10 remain in service today. While our world was forever changed by the deeds of our greatest generation, the need for feats of arms unfortunately remains unabated. The threat to the life, liberty and happiness of peace loving people around globe still exists and now inhabit forms that often challenge our ability to comprehend.  In recognition of this threat, our Army and the Nation it serves called the 10th Mountain Division back to service in 1985, planting its proud colors at Fort Drum in the idyllic farm lands of America’s North County.  Since then, the Division ranks among the Army’s most deployed and battle tested; serving on freedom’s frontier in Africa, the Caribbean, the Balkans, and now the Middle East.  I am privileged to serve with the new generation of America’s mountaineers; remarkable and inspiring young men and women, most of who volunteered to join our Army during wartime; fully aware of mortal danger awaiting them in our current campaign. A campaign to rid the world of tyrants and terrorists bent on turning back the inevitable spread of liberty, prosperity, and tolerance in the Middle East and throughout the World. Since the start of the Global War on Terrorism after the 11th of September 2001, brigades from the 10th Mountain Division have deployed to Afghanistan twice and to Iraq twice. Currently, both the first and fourth Brigades are both deployed to Iraq, with the remaining two brigades preparing to return. While our current home at Fort Drum lacks the character-forging mountains of Camp Hale, the challenge of serving in today’s 10th Division are no less formidable. Since the beginning of my generation’s great war, Soldiers of today’s 10th Mountain Division have earned dozens of valor awards including multiple Distinguished Service Crosses and Silver Stars. 1,367 Purple Heart medals have been awarded for combat wounds and 159 Mountaineers have made the ultimate sacrifice.  Two, members of my Battalion, Sergeant Alex Jimenez of and Private First Class Byron Fouty are missing in Iraq today.  These deeds and sacrifices were inspired by the special bond shared between Soldiers under fire, fueled by a sober desire to make the world a better and more peaceful place, and performed to honor and sustain the tradition of valor and selfless service that started near this spot and is marked forever by this modest monument. A tradition started by the veterans here today, those who fell in Italy half a century ago and those who have gone on to their great reward. It is for them, for patriotic Americans like you and for innocent, freedom loving souls around the world, that the Mountaineers of  today’s 10th Mountain Division proudly and willingly continue our Climb to Glory. God bless you all; God bless the Soldiers and veterans of the 10th Mountain Division, and God Bless America.   Thank you.
