Family Members of 1-87 Soldiers,


Five days after the first plane left Ft. Drum, the balance of Task Force Summit arrived safely in Afghanistan.  We will spend the rest of this week and next unloading equipment and preparing to begin the work for which we have been brought here.


Things have gone well to this point.  The main challenge now is for the men to adjust to their new environment.  The weather, time difference, extreme heat (highs of 100 +), and jet lag we got from a 16-hour flight, are some of the things we face.  In the mean time, we have the good fortune of air conditioning in our quarters and the dining facility here.


All in all it has been a whirlwind start and we’re sure to be busy as we get accustomed to life in Afghanistan.  For those of you who haven’t heard from your loved one, give him a little time to get situated.  Once we are in place, letter, emails, and perhaps even phone calls will begin to trickle in.  Be aware that there are some limits on how often your loved ones can contact you and it will vary based on their location.  If you have an emergency and need to contact your soldier, please make use of your FRG key caller as well as the other channels available.


That’s the news from Afghanistan.  Stay tuned for more.  Your men are doing great and I am proud of them.  I want you to know that I sincerely appreciate the sacrifice that you and your solder are making.  I hope that God will bless you during the coming days.

Mike

LTC Michael L. Howard

Battalion Commander

P. S. Please share this message with other TF 1-87 family members if they did not receive it via email.  Please ensure that they call our Rear Detachment Commander, to get email addresses added to our distribution list as we send out these routine updates to all families.

