Family Members of TF 1-87 Soldiers,


              Feb. 25, 2004














Hello again from Forward Operating Bases Shkin and Orgun.  Letter 10 (second to the last) arrives 232 days into the deployment.   

Things are going well.  We continue to focus on the humanitarian assistance portion of our mission.   In the past few weeks, your soldiers have installed electricity in a number of villages; dug or repaired dozens of water wells; and purchased and distributed seed, farming tools, and even tractors for the poor farming villages in our area.   Despite the seemingly peaceful missions, this place is still plenty dangerous, and we will remain vigilant until the end…. safeguarding each other every step of the way.

I think we are going to continue to improve our living conditions up until the minute we leave.  Perhaps our efforts will make the stay of the unit that is replacing us a little better.  In Orgun, we recently opened an MWR room complete with another TV, stereo, movies, and a ping-pong table.  At Shkin, we opened a new gym to replace the gym-in-a-tent we had for the first six months.  And finally, the VTCs are back up at both locations.

Three more babies were born to the families of deployed soldiers over the past month, and they were all boys.  The boys outnumber the girls 13 to 7.  It doesn’t look like there’s any chance of the girls catching up to the boys before we get home. 

At the same time we were receiving the joyful news of the birth of children, we received some sad news from our sister battalions - 1-32 and 2-87.  Each of these units recently lost soldiers in combat.  We held a memorial for these soldiers and send our condolences to their families.  I will keep their families in my prayers; I hope you will do the same.   Like the soldiers we lost in 1-87, these men will never be forgotten.

I would like to apologize for giving you the wrong date for the CBS 60 Minutes II report.  The report occurred on February 11.  PBS and NBC are the latest news outlets to visit Task Force 1-87.  Tom Brokaw came for a visit and went on a couple of patrols with us.  I am told that Tom Brokaw is the most respected man in television news…..doesn’t surprise me that he chose to visit your fathers and husbands.

Weather has been a big factor since I last wrote.  There were three significant snowstorms in January and February.  The last one on February 8 was the most severe.  The snow out here is beautiful but difficult to operate in.  Whenever I feel like complaining, I simply look at the photos from Drum and that ends my pity spells.

Redeployment is getting closer.  One strong indicator of this is the no-later-than dates they’ve given us for sending mail.  These dates are recommendations based on the last unit’s experiences:

· March 15 is the last day you should send packages

· March 20 is the last day you should send letters

· April 1 is the date after which all mail received in theater will be returned to sender.  

I still can’t give you our exact arrival dates.  There are so many variables that influence these dates that an announcement, at this point, would be worthless.  I expect to have good resolution on travel dates by the middle of March.  I promise to send any information I get to the FRG just as soon as I get it.  For now, the best information I have indicates that the majority of the battalion will be home the third week in April.

THERE ARE NO SIGNS OF ANOTHER EXTENSION!!!!!  I hate to even address this topic because doing so simply fans the flames of an bad rumor.  Trust me, if there were even a hint of another extension, I would tell you.

The word over here in Afghanistan is that the Yellow Ribbon Ceremony on February 7 was a huge success.  For those of you that participated, thank you.  The feedback I received was that 1-87 was well represented and a huge part of the ceremony.  The support you showed on that day means a lot to me.  I appreciate it.

     Until letter 11 (the last letter), God Bless. 

Michael L. Howard

TF Summit Commander

Michael.Howard9@us.army.mil       
http://www.drum.army.mil/division/1st_bde/1-87/rearmain.html    
