Family Members of TF 1-87 Soldiers,


             March 25, 2004














Hello again from Forward Operating Bases (FOBs) Shkin and Orgun.  Letter 11, and I believe the last letter, arrives 262 days into the deployment.  

There were two children born into the families of deployed soldiers last month, and they were both boys.  Fifteen boys and 7 girls brings the running total of babies to 22.  For a soldier, missing the birth of a child is an enormous sacrifice to make for your country.  For a mother, not having your husband present for the birth of the child is also an enormous sacrifice.  I appreciate it and I know the soldiers that fought along side of these young fathers do also.  Thank You.

With over 880 missions complete, the men are still pressing the enemy.  We will do this until the end.  By doing this, we will make the first weeks for our replacements a little easier.  We will not become complacent and reckless; getting everyone home safe is a very, very high priority for me and all the other leaders in the battalion.  You would think that after so many operations the men would have grown tired and lost their edge.  That’s not the case.  The soldiers are as sharp as ever and their professionalism is at its peak.  These are the best soldiers in the world, and we are going to watch after each other until the last man flies home.

As part of our redeployment preparation, we have all attended classes designed to ease our re-entry back into our old lives.  This is my third time coming back from combat, and from my experience, these classes are very valuable.  Over the years, I have learned that the most common problems are related to family change.  Our families change while we are away; the deployed soldier changes too.  Yet, we both want things to be exactly as we left them.  The expectation that nothing has changed in our relationships (knowing full well a lot has changed) generates stress.  The first step in solving these problems is recognizing them.  The next step is positive communication.   The Battalion FRG, in conjunction with Army Community Services (ACS), provided a similar class for spouses on March 23d.  If you are interested in attending a class like this, there will be another one on April 6 from 10:00 AM until noon at the ACS building on Fort Drum.  

      The Battalion will re-deploy during the period 16 -23 April.  We will not know the exact date of each flight until 72 hours prior to the flight.  Once we have the date and time for a flight, we will email the manifest to the Rear Detachment Commander.  He will notify the FRG leaders and make the manifest available at the Battalion Staff Duty Officer desk for spouses.  We will make a morale phone line available at the Battalion Headquarters at Qandahar Airfield for soldiers to call home to pass flight information.  Soldiers will not be allowed to discuss redeployment dates while they are still at the FOBs.

      Our arrival back at Drum will be very structured.  Once we arrive, soldiers will process through finance and customs prior to leaving the airfield.  FAMILY MEMBERS ARE NOT ALLOWED AT THE AIRFIELD.  From the airfield, we will move by bus to the battalion area.  FAMILY MEMBERS SHOULD NOT MEET SOLDIERS AT THE BATTALION AREA.  After we have turned in our weapons and sensitive items, we will move to Pines Plains Gym by bus where the welcome home ceremony will take place.  This will be approximately 4 hours after landing.  Family members and friends should greet their loved ones there.  The ceremony will last 15 minutes.  After the ceremony, soldiers are free to go home with family or return to the battalion area to retrieve their cars.

      The battalion leave period will be in May.  Leave before the set block period will not be approved as soldiers will be required to complete a number of mandatory screenings and classes before leave.  Soldiers will also be allowed to take leave during the Division block leave period in June/July.   Soldiers may take both battalion and division leave.  Soldiers may elect not to take the battalion leave and take 30 consecutive days of leave instead.  This can only be done in conjunction with division block leave.  These rules do not apply to PCS and ETS leave.  Soldiers that have deployed and returned with the battalion will not be allowed to start clearing or sign out on leave before 7 May.   1/2 day schedule is currently planned for the period following redeployment in April.

     I know you are all anxious to see your loved ones, and we are excited about seeing you.  There are many, many more changes in store for us before we get home.   As we get new information, we will send it home immediately.  Rest assured, if something related to redeployment is not going correctly, there are lots of folk working frantically to get it corrected.  Be patient with us.  

     Until I see you at Drum, God Bless.

Michael L. Howard

TF Summit Commander

P.S.  The family VTCs will continue to run through 1 April.

Michael.Howard9@us.army.mil       

http://www.drum.army.mil/division/1st_bde/1-87/rearmain.html    

