Dear Friends and Family,

The entire Task Force has now been in Afghanistan for more than a week, and what a difference a week makes!  We have been busy getting established at our respective locations and now we are beginning to feel a little more at home.  Most everyone is at their “permanent” location, and knows their living arrangements and job for the next little while.  

Our brothers from the 82nd Airborne Division were gracious and very helpful as they handed the mission over to us.  Task Force Summit has taken the mantle from Task   

Force Blue Devil and we are ready to go! We are still learning and adjusting to life here, but the initial shock is beginning to fade.  The men are no longer waiting; they are beginning to do the jobs for which they have come.

Each Fire Base is well equipped with some of the amenities of home.  These things (electricity, cold drinks, and, in some cases, air conditioning) make life a little easier to manage.  Although it’s obviously not the same and we miss our families very much, we are beginning to understand the importance of why we are here.  “Haji” sick call allows our medics to treat the local population with minor medical needs.  This is one way of many we will make a difference while we are here.

It’s still very important to stay in contact with our families.  Be sure to keep those letters and care packages coming and we will communicate from our end whenever we can.  The combat power of the Army is great, but it is the families and loved ones at home praying and supporting us that keep us strong.  Thank you for all you do, and may God Bless you and your family in the coming days.

Mike

Michael L. Howard

Summit Task Force Commander

