Family Members of  TF 1-87 Soldiers,




July 25, 03 

The entire Task Force has now been in Afghanistan for nearly two weeks.    We left our arrival airfield and are now at our permanent locations in the interior of the country.   The unit is spread out over five geographical locations across the country.    Moving wasn’t all bad.   Most of us moved to areas with much improved climates and we no longer endure the 110 degree heat.   I am happy to report that every member of the team is healthy and we have had no mishaps, accidents or injuries.

The battalion from the 82d Airborne Division that we replaced is now heading back to Fort Bragg.  1-87 is running the show here and your soldiers are doing this very well.   Before departing, they made very clear that they understood the turbulent schedule our families went through as deployment dates changed back and forth and block leave was on… then off… and then on again.   Trust me; they appreciate having us here as they now can head home to their families after 8 months in Afghanistan.

With the move comes the stress and anxiety of beginning tactical operations.   One of the things that ease this stress is hearing from our families.   We received our first shipment of mail, 33 bags of it.   These bags are the size of an extra large HEFTY trash bag.    This is one huge pile of mail.  Please, keep it coming.  

We will continue to try and communicate with you from here.   Each location and every soldier’s situation is a little different.   All locations have mail and phones and all but one has email.   As time passes, we will continue to try and improve the soldier’s ability to contact their family members.

Being here, it is easier for me to realize the importance of why we are here.  Stabilizing this country as the Afghan Government grows in strength gives thousands of families hope for a peaceful future.   We, the soldiers of 1-87, couldn’t do this without your support.  Thank you and God Bless.

Mike

Michael L. Howard

Summit Task Force Commander

PS   Please encourage your friends that have not given their email address to the FRG to do so.    Extended family members are welcome.

