Family members of TF 1-87 Soldiers, 


Aug 25, 03


Hello again. Most of us have been here for about 45 days now and are all doing well. The men are still spread out all over Afghanistan. A, C, and HHC are generally in the same location they moved to after we landed but B Co is the exception as they have moved three times. The rest of the Brigade is in country now and our equipment has started to arrive at the port. 


Thankfully, we have had nobody seriously injured. We did have a soldier loose the tip of one finger in a bizarre accident where a helicopter blew open a steel door that then slammed shut on his hand. He was operated on in country and is recovering. Several weeks ago, we heard several rumors from back at Drum about injured soldiers. These were NOT true. Thankfully, several wives handled the situation exactly right by calling the Rear Detachment Commander. He was able to quickly get in touch with us and clarify the false story. Please keep doing this. If you hear a rumor, please verify it with the Rear Detachment Commander before you repeat it. 


Some very senior officers and one television personality have visited the men. If you knew how far out in the middle of nowhere we were, you would wonder, as I do, how they find the time for these visits. To date, The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff GEN Meyer, the CENTCOM Commander GEN Abizaid, the Chief of Staff of the Army GEN Schoomaker and the Land Forces Component Commander LTG McKiernan have visited your men. These are just the primary visitors. Each of these folks had several other senior CSMs and General Officers with them. In addition to these official visits, CNN correspondent Christiane Amanpour visited your soldiers. It is not by chance that your husbands draw these type visitors. Everybody wants to see expertise in action and that’s what they see when they visit. As I have told you before, your men have a wide spread reputation for being superior soldiers. 


Earlier this week, I was shown a letter from the Joint Staff to Congress detailing the rotation plan for OEF and OIF. It showed the 10th Mountain Division being replaced in February 04. This date is certainly subject to change but it does give us a mark on the wall. Cross your fingers that it won’t change. If it does, I will do my best to get word out to all the leaders and to explain as best I can what is driving the change. 


Mail is flowing regularly now. Every 10 days, we get about 30 bags. Word from home makes a difference believe me. The guys put up with a lot over here and never complain….long hours, extreme weather and altitudes, long field time, cold showers (or no showers) and danger. One thing they won’t put up with hiccups in the mail. If it gets messed up, we hear about it. It’s that important to them. At the Battalion level, we have put a lot of resources into keeping the mail flowing and the feedback I am getting is that the system is working. There have been several incorrect rumors that our address has changed.  Our address remains the same.


The phone and email situation remains a challenge. I know conditions are not perfect but we are truly dedicating all the phones and laptops we can to moral calls and email. As we receive more and more equipment, we will attempt to put more resources against the problem. We will never get to a state where the soldiers can call every night or even once a week. The limited resources and heavy work loads just won’t allow that. We will continue to work it and get your soldiers in contact with you as often as possible.


That’s all for now. Your support makes our job easier and I appreciate that. 







Summit Task Force Commander

