Family Members of TF 1-87 Soldiers,




   Oct. 25 2003

This is my 5th letter to you and today is our 109th day in Afghanistan.  I hope everyone is doing well back home; we are doing fine over here.  

The quality of life at each location is still improving.  We now have email and phones at every location.  This has been a long time coming and is still not perfect.  My intent is to keep improving this until the day I leave.  I don’t want the soldiers that replace us in February to have to go through the same struggles our guys went though contacting their families.  Mail continues to flow and we appreciate it.  I would like to thank our Adopt-a-Platoon sponsors.  We get boxes nearly every week from you.   On a recent mail run, we received 34 boxes just from you.   Thanks again!

TF 1-87 OEF IV Web Page is finally up.  You can access it at www.drum.army.mil and then navigate your way through the various buttons.  If you want to save yourself some time scrolling through the web you can type in this longer address:   http://www.drum.army.mil/division/1st_bde/1-87/rearmain.html.  The Chaplain is very busy posting the FRG letters and photos to the page.

           One of the questions I have been asked about since my last letter concerns cuts in Imminent Danger and Family Separation Pay.   I do not believe this pay will be cut.  Here is what I know.  On April 16, 2003 Imminent Danger Pay was increased from 150 to 225 and Family Separation from 100 to 250.  This increase was effective through September 30, 2003.  On September 30, 2003, a continuing resolution extended these raises through October 31, 2003.  Legislation is pending to increase both permanently.

Redeployment meetings are beginning.  We don’t have a great deal of info yet but I will provide it to the rear detachment commander as we get it.  Not everyone will get home at the same time but I still believe we will have everyone home by the end of February.  Don’t base your hopes on rumors.  Wait for word from the rear detachment commander.  


As you all probably know by now we had another death in the family.  PFC Evan O’Neill was killed in action at Shkin on 29 September.  1-87 soldiers performed Evan’s funeral detail.  Several family members from deployed soldiers and rear detachment soldiers attended and sent word back that it was a beautiful service.  Those who knew PFC O’Neill well say he wanted nothing more than to be a LINE SOLDIER.  His father told me that he died doing what he loved.  Mr. and Mrs. O’Neill have lost a wonderful son.   He will be missed but he will never be forgotten.


I can’t say enough about how proud I am of your soldiers.  They continue to perform beyond expectations.  Despite the cold weather, terrible terrain, danger and separation from family, they continue to do the Nations work in an exemplary way.  They truly represent everything that is good and right about America.  Thank you for your support, keep the letters coming and may God bless you.

Michael L. Howard

Summit Task Force Commander
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