Family Members of TF 1-87 Soldiers,




  Nov. 25 2003


We have been very busy since I last wrote and I have a lot of news, some good and some not so good.  I’ll start with the good!   

As you might expect, the best news I have to talk about is the soldiers.  They continue to set the standard in Afghanistan and I remain very proud.  The BBC visited them on 13 Nov; the NY Times and 60 Minutes II visited them on the 20th; and Geraldo Rivera visited them on the 21st.   Trust me, the media goes where the good news is; that’s why they visit your soldiers.


Babies have been born to six deployed soldiers over the past four weeks.  I am happy to report that all these new babies and their mothers are healthy.  So far, 13 children have been born to 1-87 families with deployed fathers.


The PX, Post Office and a pay officer came to each firebase this past week.  This was a HUGE success and the soldiers really appreciated it.  The longest line was the line to mail things home.  

Now for the not so good news.   It is snowing, wet and freezing cold over here…….oh yeah, most of you are at Drum so I can’t snivel about that.   Then, I will snivel about the extension.  As most of you know by now, our deployment in Afghanistan has been extended by 90 days.  None of us like it because we miss our families but we are good soldiers and will do what the nation needs us to do (without sniveling).  We don’t have any official redeployment information or time lines at this point.  My assumption is that it will be sometime in mid Spring.  Of course, some of the soldiers will be home a little earlier and some a little later.   As I get more information, I will send it back to the Rear Detachment Commander and the FRG.   Let me answer some of the most common questions I’ve received regarding the extension.

1. Will PCS / ETS orders be deferred or deleted?  Answer – No.  Unless there is some overriding reason to do differently, our soldiers will PCS and ETS on time.

2. Will soldiers whose wives are due to give birth in Feb, Mar and April be allowed to come home for the birth?  Answer - I wish I could tell you yes but I cannot.  The policy remains that soldiers will not be allowed to return home for this.

3. Will our soldiers receive mid-tour leave?  Answer – No.  This policy applies to soldiers with tour lengths of 12 months or longer.

4. Will 1-87 still deploy to the United States Military Academy at West Point, NY?  Answer – COL Garrett has not received official relief from the tasking but has told me that he is reasonably certain we will not do this.  Until he is relieved of the tasking, 1-87 is still responsible for it.  I will keep you posted.

I know I sound like a broken record when I say we would not be successful without all the love and support that we get from you.  You are the true patriots and unsung heroes that are making our country great.   By yourselves, you are raising our country’s next generation of doctors, lawyers, engineers, soldiers and leaders.  In the long term, your efforts are just as (if not more) valuable than our efforts.   You are ensuring that when we arrive home we still have a family and a home.   For that, I cannot thank you enough.    God Bless You All.    

Michael L. Howard

TF Summit Commander

PS.   Thanksgiving, Christmas and Hanukkah will occur before I send out the next letter.   So, I wish you all happy holidays in advance.  Take care of each other and we will do the same over here.  Speaking of Christmas, if you see (my wife), mention to her that the speakers in my Jeep have not worked in three years and that I have plenty of ties and boxer shorts.

