Family Members of TF 1-87 Soldiers,



Dec. 25, 2003


Happy Holidays.  This is update #8 from Orgun and Shkin.   I wish you all well and hope the New Year brings you great things.    Despite being away from our loved ones, we tried to make today as special as possible.   Early this morning, we presented the soldiers with their Combat Infantryman and Combat Medic Badges.  The Chief of Staff of the Army, GEN Schoomaker, presented a number of the soldiers their awards.  Later today, we will have a huge meal in the mess hall complete with football games on the wide screen TVs.  

Except for being away from family, Thanksgiving was really nice.  We had an officer vs. enlisted football game dubbed:  “Summit Bowl I.”  The enlisted soldiers squeaked out a win.  OK, OK the truth is they really spanked us good.  The day ended with an incredible meal complete with (you guessed it) football games on the widescreen.  The cooks from Shkin and Orgun competed with each other to see who could put on the best spread.  I was lucky enough to see both.  I have had a lot of Thanksgiving Day mess hall meals in the past 18 years and I can honestly say none topped what I saw this year!


The new VTC is huge.  We have completed 110 fifteen-minute family VTCs since the program began.  If you have not heard about this, ask your FRG Leader for details.  We were initially scheduling it from Drum but are now having the soldiers schedule it from over here.  It seems to be working better this way.  The VTCs should continue for the duration of the deployment.

Three children were born to deployed soldiers during the past month.  This brings the total babies born to families with deployed fathers to 18, ten boys and eight girls.   Congratulations to these families for their new additions!  I had a reporter tell me the other day that he did not know why we are here.   These newborn children are the reason we are here.  I am convinced that the work your soldiers are doing in Afghanistan now means that these newborn children won’t have to deal with this evil enemy when they are adults in 20 years.

And now for answers to the most asked questions:

1.  When will the unit redeploy?  Answer - I still don’t have the exact date.  In my last note, I told you I thought it would be around 15 April.  I now think it will be closer to the end of April.   No official word has been released; I am simply giving you my best guess based on the information I have now.  I will continue to pass info to the FRG and Rear D as I get it.

2.  Will we go to West Point this coming summer?  Answer -  No.  Brigadier General Austin announced during a visit on November 26 that 1-87 would not deploy to West Point.

3.  Will we see cuts in Imminent Danger and Family Separation Pay?  Answer – No.  The legislation covering these two allowances was extended through calendar year 2004.  For the remainder of this deployment, Imminent Danger Pay will continue to be $225/month.  Family Separation Allowance will continue to be $250/month. 

Over the years, I have learned that one of the marks of really good units is their ability to deal with adversity.   Upon learning of the extension in Afghanistan, I asked your soldiers for help.   I did not ask them to pretend like the extra time away didn’t bother them.   I did not ask them to walk around exhibiting false enthusiasm.   Nor, did I ask them not to complain.  But, I did ask them to drive on with the mission despite their disappointment.  They have done just that.   We have completed 593 missions to date.  Your soldiers executed mission number 593 with the same dedication, expertise and precision as the first mission.  Again, despite their disappointment, they are driving on with the mission ……a mark of a really great group of soldiers.    

You…….our wives, children, moms, dads, aunts, uncles and friends…….exhibit this same characteristic.  As we drive on with our missions, you drive on with everything else.   I realize it, and I am grateful for it.  The way you handled the news of the extension speaks volumes to your strength and goes a long way towards making our stay here a success.  It reinforces in my mind that the soldiers are not the only thing that is great about 1-87.   The families are too!  Thank You.

Best wishes for the new year.   Until update #9, God Bless.
Michael L. Howard

TF Summit Commander

PS….Please ensure your 1-87 neighbors are included on this email.  This newsletter is not intended just for spouses.   Mothers, Fathers, Grandmothers, Grandfathers, Aunts and Uncles are all welcome.     Forward this email to them.

