Family Members of TF 1-87 Soldiers,


              Jan. 25, 2003














Hello from Shkin and Orgun.  Letter #9 arrives on our 201st day in Afghanistan.  The New Year passing really makes us feel like we are in the home stretch of this deployment.  We have much left to accomplish, but it feels good to have turned the corner.   

It’s been a busy month.  New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day were special.  At the stroke of midnight on the 31st, the mortarmen and artillerymen fired a few rounds, and many of the soldiers toasted the New Year with cigars and non-alcoholic champagne.   The old soldiers like me were just annoyed by the extra noise and went back to sleep.   

The SUMMIT BOWL football series continues.  As you may recall from the last letter, the Enlisted soldiers were up 1-0 at Christmas, but the Officers came back on Christmas Day to even the series at 1 and 1.  The next scheduled game is on Super Bowl Sunday.  

We held award’s ceremonies at both bases on 19 January and handed out a second huge batch of Valor Awards, Purple Hearts, CIBs and CMBs.   It is an honor for me to do this.  Your soldiers do so much for the country, and I love being able to show our appreciation to them for their contribution and sacrifice.

      The 1-87 family continues to grow.  Another baby was born to a deployed soldier and his wife.  Congratulations.    

Now, for the most common questions asked of me since the last letter:

1.  When will we re-deploy? Answer – All indicators still point to us having the bulk of the battalion home by the end of April.  No official word has been released.  COL Garrett visited us on the 19th and said this timeline could change but it is highly unlikely that it will.  I will continue to pass info to the FRG and Rear D as I get it.  

2.  What is wrong with the family VTC and when will it be fixed?  Answer – the VTCs at both firebases are broken.  The Signal Officer has turned both systems in for repair.  If the repairs are routine, he expects the systems up by mid-February. 

3.  How does the stop loss / stop move affect my family? Answer - Soldiers who have been stopped from going home (PCS and ETS) will return to Drum with us and PCS or ETS 90 days after we re-deploy.  The soldier may waive this 90-day waiting period and depart earlier.  Soldiers that have already departed Afghanistan will NOT be brought back to the theatre.   These soldiers should PCS / ETS as scheduled.

As I tell you each month, your husbands and fathers attract a ton of media attention.   This month there was a lengthy article in the Christian Science Monitor (http://www.csmonitor.com) about 1-87, and CBS will air a 60 Minutes II program featuring many of our soldiers on 28 Jan.

I want to give you a different view of how well your soldiers are doing over here.  The men and media have a hard time seeing progress sometimes because they tend to measure progress by how many bad guys we arrest or shoot.  1-87 has a number of really, really nasty places that we visit on a routine bases.  Because they are bad, we focus on them with the hope of ridding them of troublemakers and giving the locals a chance to have some normalcy.  Normalcy in the lives of the Afghans will produce good citizens.  Good citizens give the new government a greater opportunity to mature.  A mature, strong and stable government is the key goal we must obtain in order for our soldiers (and those on future rotations) to come home for good.    

Last week, while out with one of the companies, the soldiers stopped two young adult males at a checkpoint, searched them and then sent them on their way.  After the search, my interpreter asked me why we were searching schoolboys.   I explained to him that I had no idea they were schoolboys and then asked him how I could pick them out in the future.  He pointed out that the clothes they were wearing were school uniforms.  Of course, their clothes look nothing like the uniforms we see back home.  He then proceeded to show me multiple, different school uniforms that the kids on this street were wearing…..each uniform representing another school.  The interpreter went on to say that since we have been coming to that valley schools were reopened and a whole generation of young people were back in school; construction has quadrupled; three gas stations have been built; and the bazaar is packed with stores and shops and with people that actually have money to spend.  This particular village has a thinly lit skyline at night as some homes are starting to get electricity and there is even a clinic now with multiple health care providers and a fairly sophisticated laboratory.

These things may seem minor to you, but this is all happening in a valley along the Pakistan / Afghanistan border that for a long time we thought was hell on earth.  In fact, the first time we went there, we got shot at within the first hour.  This is a place where schools were once burned by the Taliban and last summer more than half the police force in a neighboring village was murdered……it was that bad!     I keep hearing that there is a resurgence of the bad guys, and that may be true.  But, there is a lot of progress that I think gets ignored.  I am really proud of the work our soldiers are doing.  We may not make the news but we are definitely making a big difference.    

           Until letter 10, God Bless. 

Michael L. Howard

TF Summit Commander

Michael.Howard9@us.army.mil       PS….Please ensure your 1-87 neighbors are included on this email.  This newsletter is not intended just for spouses.   Mothers, Fathers, Grandmothers, Grandfathers, Aunts and Uncles are all welcome.     Forward this email to them and have them pass their email to your FRG leader, CPT Johnson or me.
http://www.drum.army.mil/division/1st_bde/1-87/rearmain.html    The Chaplain has put a lot of work into the Web Site.   If you have ideas or input related to it, please let us hear them.

