         ALPHA COMPANY “PREDATORS” Commander's Corner

  Here we are.  After a four day drive, the company has moved from Camp Buehring in Kuwait to Camp Victory North in Iraq.  Though we only spent a few hours on the road for each of the four days that it took to get here, the heat, the slow pace, and the dusty roads made the trip long and wearying.  

  Our accommodations here are fantastic.  We live in air-conditioned trailers, no more than two to a room, and have access to one of the best chow halls in the Army.  The 10-minute walk to chow allows all of us to treat ourselves to the milkshakes they serve with lunch and dinner every day.  The PX here is enormous, with an electronics section larger than the one at Fort Drum!    

  Iraq is not quite as hot or as dusty as Kuwait, which is a welcome change.  Not quite as hot means that the daily high temperature only reaches 110 degrees instead of Kuwait’s 120.  Thankfully, now that we are getting settled, the Soldiers have had more opportunities to call and write back to you.  And our capability to do that will only increase as the Battalion continues to develop our living area here on Camp Victory.

  The company has not done as much training here in Iraq as we did in Kuwait.  Our focus has been getting settled in, and maintaining the 32 vehicles that the company drew before we moved north.  Your husbands’ driving and maintenance skills have certainly been put to the test trying to keep our vehicles on the road.  We have not been assigned a sector yet, and so we are eagerly awaiting our chance to get out there and start helping the people of Iraq rebuild their nation.    

  I would like to welcome some new additions to the Predator family- SPC Delorme, PFC Murray, PV2 Pacheco and PFC Naranjo-Gutierrez and their families.  They, along with SSG Barker, recently joined us here in Iraq.

  Congratulations to those Soldiers that we’ve promoted in the last month:  SSG(P) Badeaux finally pinned on Sergeant First Class after a long wait, and CPL Stout made the jump to Sergeant on 1 August.  Congratulations are also in order for the Boltons on the birth of their son.  

  SSG Shields continues to run the show back at Fort Drum.  Again, please keep him informed if you are planning to move away or return to the Fort Drum area, so that we can remain in touch.  He, in conjunction with the FRG, is our link to the rear, and you.  

Please feel free to contact SSG Shields at 772-7433 with questions or concerns.
It is my honor and privilege to be a part of the Predator family.

Predators!

CPT Paul Voelke

