Predator Notes

  It seems like every month I write these notes and tell you that we’ve moved to a different base camp.  This month is no different.  Over a period of four days in late September, the company moved from Camp Cooke back to Camp Liberty (Camp Victory North has been renamed Camp Liberty).  We have given up our company’s sector, and re-joined the Battalion and Brigade.  
  Leaving Camp Cooke had its ups and downs.  It’s nice to back within the fold, and now the company enjoys the maintenance and logistical support that only the Polar Bears can provide.  We’ll get mail more often than once every few days.  We will certainly not miss the poorly paved roads, large expanses of terrain, and guarding “the bridge.”
  We’ve been fortunate in that we haven’t had any incidents since mid-September (as of this writing).  While there may be many reasons for this, I think that it is largely due to the fact that we as a chain of command, from the squad all the way up to brigade level, spend a great deal of time analyzing each incident.  This allows us to piece together what happened, how it happened, and helps us determine what we can do to prevent future incidents.  While the process is by no means perfect, and the enemy has a vote, I think that we are less vulnerable to these attacks now than we were a month ago.  And as I told you last month, the incidents that we have had are a testament to the fact that our equipment works, and protects the Predators when we’re outside the wire.  
  1st and 2nd Platoons had the opportunity to conduct some training this month, re-zeroing and qualifying on their weapons, and executing squad level live fires under the watchful eye of 1SG Overbey.  1st and 3rd Platoons are currently assisting the other companies in the battalion as they cycle through the training.  This training cycle is a welcome break from the monotony of patrolling, and the platoons will be more ready than ever to get back out and do some good no matter where we go.  

  One more word about what a fantastic job that the Predators did while we were at Camp Cooke.  First, when we got there, Cooke received frequent rocket and mortar attacks from the area we were assigned.  While we were there, the camp received none.  Second, we were replaced in that sector by a battalion.  An entire battalion.  That speaks volumes about what we accomplished in 47 days.  
  Please remember SPC Terrell Dawes and SPC John Blakeslee in your prayers, and wish them both a speedy recovery.  

  Congratulations to SFC Arzuaga on his re-enlistment, and SPC Garcia on his long overdue promotion from PFC.  SPC Hawkins and SPC Fischle both earned lateral promotions to corporal.  
  As always, please feel free to contact your key caller, Traci Voelke, Sandra Overbey, or SSG Brian Shields with any questions or concerns you have.  

  It is my honor and privilege to be a part of the Predator family.

Predators!

CPT Paul Voelke
