         ALPHA COMPANY “PREDATORS” Commander's Corner

The journey has now begun.  After bidding you our tearful farewells, Alpha Company has moved to Camp Buerhing in Kuwait.  The flight over was pleasant, and only slightly dampened by the long wait for a repair part to arrive at Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield before we left.  Seven hours brought us to Prague in the Czech Republic, and another four to Kuwait City.  After a brief stop, we moved here to Camp Beurhing where CPT John O’Keeffe and SSG Jerry Moses, our advanced party, met us and helped us to settle in.  

  Kuwait is certainly hot- with an average daily high temperature of 115 degrees.  And when the wind blows, it feels like you’re standing in front of a giant blow dryer.  But we have adjusted in the recent days to the climate.  The air conditioners in our tents certainly help.  It’s amazing how the night low of 85 degrees feels so cool.  Opportunities for our Soldiers to call and e-mail you at home are not plentiful, but they are available.  With the camp accommodating a large number of Soldiers, lines for these links home are often long, and the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) lines (which are free calls) are not available from midnight to 5:00 AM (4-9 PM back home).  

  We are making the most of the time we have here in Kuwait, conducting training in the desert, becoming used to operating in this new environment, and with equipment we only began to use in recent months.  The day starts early, often at 2:00 AM so we can leave for Ranges at 3:00 AM and be done with training by 11:00 AM in order to avoid the heat of the day.  We even begin PT at 5:00 AM to help us avoid the heat.  When the Soldiers are not working, there are MWR facilities, a gymnasium, basketball courts, and of course, their computers, DVDs and Gameboys.  The Soldiers never fail to impress me, the chain of command, and anyone else who sees them at work.  

Though our accommodations are adequate, Alpha Company looks forward to moving on to Iraq.  We expect to move north sometime in July, and will pass our new address on as soon as we have it.  

Congratulations to those Soldiers that we’ve promoted in the last month: 2LTs Nate Roberts and Jeff O’Dell to 1LT; SGT Kyle Beveridge to SSG; SPCs Michael Jardell and Charles Ochoa to CPL. Congratulations are also in order for SSG Andrew Wallace for obtaining his US citizenship.

  Back at Ft. Drum, SGT(P) Shields has the Rear Detachment up and running, preparing some of our new Soldiers to join us over here.  Please keep him informed if you are planning to move away, so that we can remain in touch.  He, in conjunction with the FRG, is our link to the rear, and you.  

Please feel free to contact SGT(P) Shields at 772-7433 with questions or concerns.
It is my honor and privilege to be a part of the Predator family.

Predators!

CPT Paul Voelke

