Predator Notes

  August has turned to September, and it has been a month of firsts for the Predators.  We’ve had our first contacts with the enemy, executed our first missions out in our sector, moved to a new camp within Iraq for the first time, and awarded our first Purple Heart.  

  Let me assure you, now that we have had our first contact and a Purple Heart, of a few things.  First, I want to tell you that the Predators, your husbands, fathers, sons and brothers, have defeated the enemy on every occasion.  The enemy makes flailing attempts to do us harm, and when met with our combat power, he has run every single time.  He has neither the technology nor the training to stand up to us, and thus far, he has not- he has run away.  The other thing that I want to assure you of is that the protective equipment that we have issued the Soldiers works.  It saves lives every day throughout the Division.  SSG Schultz’s injury was minor because he was wearing the proper equipment.  I have personally seen protective eyewear that we issue littered with shrapnel- shrapnel that would have killed the wearer without it (the eyewear and the Soldier were from 1st Cavalry Division).  Several of the HMMWV’s that we drew from 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment in Kuwait had exterior damage from small arms fire (bullets) and IED’s (improvised explosive devices) when we got them, but nothing has gotten through.  The Predators travel well protected, and our leaders make sure that every Soldier does the right thing and uses every bit of protection we’ve given them.  

  On August 8th, the company pulled pitch and moved from Camp Victory North near the Baghdad International Airport to Camp Cooke, which is outside of Taji.  We aren’t far from the rest of the battalion, about a 45-minute drive.  The accommodations here are comparable to Camp Victory.  We did have to assemble our own furniture though, which was no easy task.  The amount of space we have is about the same.  The Dining Facility here isn’t quite as good as Camp Victory, but it’s pretty close.  It’s a much shorter walk – about a 5 minute walk instead of 15.  They don’t have milkshakes here, which took some getting used to.  And the PX is a little further away and smaller, but they do have a gym and a pool here at CP Cooke.  Our sector is rural, mostly farms and few small villages.  Their biggest problems are lack of electricity and clean drinking water.  

  Congratulations to the Bolton’s, the Wallace’s, and the Rivera’s on the newest additions to their families.  Congratulations to SSG Grafton, SPC Nelson, SPC Kenrick, and SGT Jester on their re-enlistments.  CPL Stout became SGT Stout on 1 Aug, and Rodriguez, Parrish, Duncan, Perez, Lammers, and Buckingham all pinned on new rank.  I’d also like to formally welcome our company FIST team, as they are now permanently assigned to Alpha Company.  

  Our Soldiers make me proud all the time, and I wish that you could see it too.  They go out on patrol, they guard key infrastructure sites, they meet and talk to the local villagers every single day and every single night.  They are tired, they are hot, and they are uncomfortable.  But they do it every day, without fail and without complaint (at least they don’t complain to me).  You should be proud too.  

As always, please feel free to contact your key caller, Traci Voelke, Sandra Overbey, or SSG Brian Shields with any questions or concerns you have.  

As always, it is my honor and privilege to be a part of the Predator family.

Predators!

CPT Paul Voelke

