Battalion Commander October FRG Newsletter 


Polar Bears and Polar Bear families,

Working on 4 months deployed now.  This past month we have had great success in our zone (which was the largest for any Battalion in the Baghdad area) and have accomplished all missions assigned.  A few more Soldiers have been wounded, and two have been evacuated to the States for recovery (SPCs Blakeslee and Dawes from A Company who are both now on convalescent leave), but everyone is going to be just fine.  Our primary mission is to prevent enemy activity in our area of operations from impacting the government or the Coalition.  We have been almost completely successful and our actions have drawn the highest praise from everyone concerned.  

The weather has started to cool down slightly (in the low 100s) and we expect it to dip into the 90s over the next couple of weeks!  Despite the heat we are all thoroughly used to conditions and everyone takes the weather in stride.  A Company, along with some HHC Soldiers, was separated from us up at Camp Cooke to the north of Baghdad, but they have returned to us in the last week or so, so the Battalion is complete (with our replacement B Company from FT Polk, that is).  We are rotating one platoon working with our sister battalion, 2-15 FA, but we don’t let them work over there too long since we want them to remember where they really belong. 

This last week we also rotated 6 platoons to the training area east of Baghdad where they got to hone their weapons and squad skills for a couple of days.  We do this to ensure that the Soldiers readiness remains at the highest level possible and that they don’t get rusty.  The training, ran by the 1SGs, was very successful and will serve us in good stead in the near future.

We are also spending more time working the civil-military aspects of the situation here.  Meeting people, distributing information, working on community projects, etc.  The Family Readiness Group and Adopt a Platoon sponsors are doing great in this regard by sending us soccer balls and pens and other supplies that we can distro to the kids and schools.  These small acts of goodwill by our Soldiers go a long way in convincing the local Iraqis that we can be trusted and that we are not the terrible occupation forces that our enemies portray us as.  This goes a long way to helping keep the area we work in on our side and keeping the enemy out.  We are also helping to emplace generators, improve irrigation pumping stations, distribute farming supplies, etc.

Hopefully you are starting to see Polar Bears around FT Drum.  The leave program here is fully developed and at any given time we should have about 10% of the Soldiers on leave.  Our goal is for everyone to get two full weeks and it looks like we should achieve that.  We are right on track now and I think we will be able to stay on track for the entire deployment.  

Keep your Chain of Concern up on how to contact you!  All the best and For Country,  







 
LTC John M. Spiszer
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