Battalion Commander FRG Newsletter and Meeting Input


Polar Bears and Polar Bear families,

We have been here for more than a month and approaching three months deployed.  So far the Task Force has had several soldiers wounded, all minor and return to duty.  Everyone is doing well and is performing superbly.  You can all be very proud of what the Polar Bears are doing for the country and for each other.  Since the last note a lot has happened.  We started operations in early August and in fact were involved in the initial fighting related to the resurgence of Sadr and the violence in Sadr City and Najaf (4 of the wounded occurred near Sadr City on 5 and 6 August, including myself and the CSM).  We then got the call to go into full action earlier than planned and A Company with parts of HHC and 3/58 EN Platoon all moved north to Camp Cooke in Taji (just north of Baghdad) where they are still operating.  Two days later the rest of the Battalion joined them operating in an area just south of that given to A Company, but everyone else operates out of Camp Victory North in Baghdad.  Overall everyone has pretty nice living conditions, although we are spending lots of time away from them patrolling our assigned area of operations.  

Below are some shots of Rock Soldiers getting ready for a patrol and HHC Soldiers near the famous arched swords in the Green or International Zone of Baghdad.  [image: image1.jpg]
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The weather remains hot!  We keep waiting for things to cool off as promised, but it is still over 110 degrees every day.  Makes things a little tough, it will sure be a relief when the temperature actual dips below 100 for once.  I think everyone will be much happier and spirits will lift.  Morale remains high and the guys are all excited about doing our assigned missions, but make no mistake a little cooler weather would make everything much better. 

Mail continues to work fine.  We thought about changing A Company’s mailing address, but I am worried that we will move again and that it will confuse folks, so we are keeping the mailing address for everyone unchanged.  We are just making sure we send A Company’s mail up to them every other day or so.  In the long run that is going to be best and we are making it work out fine.  As for other morale issues, the first of our Environmental and Morale Leave (R&R Leave) Soldiers departed today and we will have several leaving every day from here on out.  We have given initial priority to those who have had babies since we departed or are due soon (most are electing to try and go right after the baby is due), but we have a schedule that is planned to get everyone home (obviously the situation may cause the schedule to slip or change and may result in some not getting leave.  We only were able to get about 50% of B Company home on leave last year, for instance, but I am sure we will do better than that this year).  We also have several Soldiers going to the in country or Qatar R&R facilities every few days.  

VTCs have started for some, our B/1-509th Soldiers took advantage the other day, for instance.  Hopefully we will get this fully in gear, but we have a lot of competition for a limited facility.  

I hope that you all enjoyed the Battalion FRG Meeting and the photos and video we sent (they never showed it to me before sending it…) and that we are doing a good job keeping you all informed and up on what is going on.  If you haven’t heard from your loved one as often as you’d like, let me know and I’ll make sure he calls.  Keep your Chain of Concern up on how to contact you!  All the best and For Country,  
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