Charlie Rock FRG Newsletter

1 August 2004

Dear Rock Families and Friends,


We’re finally here!  After more than two months of non-stop preparation, we began our move into Iraq in the middle of July.  Your Soldiers’ hard work paid off; we completed the move without a major incident.  The only highlight was a forklift that shifted a tire off a flatbed trailer, but we fixed that problem in no time.  

Since our arrival at Camp Victory North, we have been busy with continued training, a lot of vehicle maintenance, and an orientation to the Baghdad Area of Operations.  1st Platoon stood up the Battalion’s Quick Reaction Force while the remainder of the company met with various adjacent units throughout Baghdad and embedded into their patrols.  These embedded patrols, what we call right seat rides, give us the opportunity to see how other units are conducting business on a daily basis and to get used to the sights, sounds, and smells of Iraq before we go off on our own.  The 1st Cavalry Division units we have been with have been extremely helpful and have passed along many useful lessons to us.


Living conditions are phenomenal.  We have beds, not cots.  One of the dining facilities has a milkshake machine (CPT Yoho has three every day—his favorite is strawberry).  The PX is bigger than the one at Drum (so if you need anything, let us know).  We now have a phone up in the Company CP that Soldiers can use for ten-minute morale calls, and we are working on getting the internet available for email.  As always, there is regular mail.


Remember, if you need anything, contact SSG Russell, our Rear Detachment NCOIC, at (315) 772-7408/7956.


Charlie Rock!


CPT Chris Fahrenbach
