Battalion Commander FRG Newsletter Input

as of 2 July 2004

Polar Bears and Polar Bear families,

Well we have made it, to Kuwait at least.  We left out of Fort Drum on 17 and 18 June and have had a fairly busy time of things so far.  We have continued to do a lot of training and are in the midst of drawing a lot of new equipment.  However, mostly we have been getting used to the heat, averaging about 110 degrees and peaking at 129 degrees since arrival.  Now that we have been here for over two weeks we are pretty much used to the heat, the wind, and the sand storms.  Although no one enjoys them.  It will be good to put Kuwait in the rear view mirror since it will be a little cooler up north and there should be a lot less wind and sand/dust storms, or shamals.  

We have a new Polar Bear Company, by the way.  B/1-509 Infantry, part of the OPFOR at Fort Polk’s JRTC has been attached to the Battalion.  They are commanded by CPT Roy Tisdale.  The Geronimos are filling in for our missing and much missed Bushmasters who I hope are enjoying the summer at Fort Drum.  Wish they were with us, but I’m glad they are getting their well deserved break.  We are also joined by a Maintenance Support Team, the 31st MST out of Fort Bragg, so overall the Battalion has grown quite a bit.  I anticipate more additions as we get into Iraq and begin operations there.  Meanwhile hello to all of the Bushmasters and once your leave is over get back at it so you can come join us (no news on that, by the way) or be ready for your next call to arms.  

I anticipate by this time next month we will have moved north and will be in a Camp somewhere in Iraq.  Once we are there I can give you more details on where it is and how long we may be there and what we will be doing, but for now, we are just continuing to get ready for the move.  I did spend much of last week at our future location and I can tell you that the living conditions are going to be outstanding, you could even say exceptional, other than the fact that we will remain in harm’s way.  Billets, latrines, showers, dining facility, PX, etc. are all top of the line.  

As for sending mail to your loved one/Soldier:  When we move out of here (by the time you read this), our Kuwait address will be no good.  You should be able to safely send mail to us in Iraq using the address put out by the Family Readiness Group leaders.  If you have an important message, but not one necessitating a Red Cross message, your Rear Det CDR/NCOIC should be able to get it to your Soldier by DSN phone line to us.  However, right now we only have one phone for the entire Battalion!

Below is a picture of the lovely Kuwaiti desert and at right are some of the soldiers from AT engaging targets at the Entry Control Point training lane at the training area here.
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As a reminder your Rear Det is as follows: 

Commander:  CPT Greg Darling

NCOIC:  SSG Freeman

S-1 CPL Duren

S-2/3:  SSG Porter

S-4:  SGT Bartosh

S-6:  SSG Clay

Medic:  SGT Casto,

A Co:  SGT(P) Shields

C Co:  SSG Russell, and HHC:  SSG Washington.

That’s all for now.  Information will continue to come out through your FRG chains of concern.  Please, please keep your contact information up to date!  You can be proud of everyone in the Task Force.







      For Country, LTC John M. Spiszer
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