ALL GOOD THINGS MUST COME TO AN END

  The fearsome "Rough Riders," undefeated in five previous appearances in the Qayyarah West Intramural Basketball League under Coach CPT Wilson, finally met their match today, falling 35-31 to the "Cougars" in a hotly contested battle that was characterized by ferocious defense on both sides. 

  After a slow start that saw turnover after turnover, as both teams broke their teeth on their opponents' defense for nearly five minutes before scoring the first basket, the score slowly grew, with multiple lead changes until the half, when a thunderous breakaway dunk by PFC Martinez enabled the Rough Riders to pull within one point at 13-12.
  In the end, the Rough Riders' lack of reserves—several key players were unavailable due to mission requirements—enabled the Cougars to pull ahead after the Rough Riders' top scorer in the game, SPC Bennett, fouled out with almost eight minutes left. Still, the Rough Riders deserve the utmost respect for their skill, sportsmanship and tenacity.
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The Rough Riders (l. to r.)
COMMO SECTION SWEEPS QUATERLY BOARDS

  The Task Force Communications section concluded a very successful month of training and mission support by winning both the Soldier and NCO of the Quarter awards on Sunday, 6 June. After SPC Rivas-Gamero's impeccable appearance before the Board earned her top honors as the Task Force's best soldier for the Second Quarter, SGT McElravy made it a clean sweep by claiming the distinction of being the best Non-Commissioned Officer in the Task Force.

  These two exceptional soldiers are no strangers to recognition and awards. During the Task Force Organizational Day competitions, SGT McElravy smoked the competition by winning the 2-mile run in a scorching time of 11 minutes and 20 seconds, while SPC Rivas-Gamero earned no fewer than five trophies in such diverse events as the 2-mile run, 40-yard dash, bench-press, sledgehammer throw and three-point shootout. 
  Our sincere congratulations go out to these proud representatives of the Signal Community—we can't talk without them, and now we can't even talk bad about them!
FULFILLING A PROMISE
  As coalition forces strive to restore a safe and secure environment in the war-torn country of Iraq in order to allow the Iraqi population to rebuild their economic infrastructure and develop a new form of democratic government, the most fundamental problem they face is how to develop trust between themselves and the Iraqi people. Without it, it is impossible to make any lasting progress, since the Iraqis are bound to reject any reforms they feel are not in their best interest. As a result, it is critical for any representative of the coalition to clearly establish his or her integrity and trustworthiness.
  The members of Task Force Lighthorse have worked diligently to establish a positive working relationship with the villagers in their area of operations, and recently made a big step forward towards gaining the unconditional trust of the local population. A few weeks ago, during a visit to the neighboring village of Kareez, Task Force 3-17 Cavalry's commander, LTC Mason, asked the Sheik for a list of the public works projects he felt were most important to his village. After considering the list and determining the financial resources available, LTC Mason decided to give the villagers the necessary funds to build a security wall around the local school.
  The contract was quickly awarded, and within two weeks, the wall was erected, outfitted with a metal gate and painted. The Task Force Civil-Military Affairs Team monitored the construction throughout the duration of the project, and finally reported that it was complete.

  On Saturday, 5 June, LTC Mason returned to Kareez to inspect the wall and honor an invitation from the Sheik and the villagers of Kareez, who wanted to thank the Lighthorse troopers for keeping their promise. After the formal inspection of the completed works, the troopers treated the children of Kareez to candy, toys and athletic equipment donated by private citizens in the United States. After the last teddy bear, beanie baby and Whiffle Ball had been handed out, the soldiers joined the villagers in a beautifully prepared Iraqi meal, then participated in an impromptu celebration, complete with singing and dancing.
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LTC Mason, MAJ Callahan and CPT Visser 

pose with Sheik Hawas Shukur Ahmed of Kareez

 and Contractor Samy Mfuthi in front of the new wall

  Events such as this are the cornerstone of a harmonious working relationship between the Task Force and the Iraqi civilians it has been called upon to protect. Thanks to its commitment to assessing the needs of the local population and meeting them through carefully planned and executed Civil-Military Operations, Task Force 3-17 Cavalry can look forward to a relatively quiet and uneventful time during the rest of its mission in northern Iraq.  

