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Deployment Newsletter for the 2-15 Field Artillery Regiment
      Vol. 2, July 16-August 15, 2004


2-15 FAR Moves into Baghdad

Baghdad, Iraq: At the end of July, the 2-15 FAR main body flowed into Camp Victory North, Iraq just west of Baghdad.   Most of the Soldiers arrived in Baghdad desperately in need of a shower, but every Soldier in the battalion completed the long trip from Kuwait without accident or incident. 

    Once the Soldiers arrived at Camp Victory North, they settled into their air-conditioned trailers and after having a few days to check out the PX and the dining facility (DFAC), they began to get into the rhythm of conducting missions.

    2-15 FAR first started to conduct combat patrols while traveling with units from the 1st Cavalry Division.  These patrols, known as right seat rides, allowed the Soldiers of the 2-15 FAR to gain valuable tactics, techniques, and procedures from 1st  CAV Soldiers that had been in the area of operations since January.

    The battalion conducted combat patrols in every part of Baghdad. Some of the Soldiers saw Saddam’s Palaces in the International Zone (formerly known as the Green Zone) and drove by the sword arch that served as Saddam’s old parade ground.   

    There have been a few leadership changes in the battalion.  MSG Kadaraitis became 1SG Kadaraitis as he became the First Sergeant for Bravo Battery.  1SG East went to Headquarters Battery and became their First Sergeant and SFC(P) Brown went to the battalion TOC to become the Operations NCO. 

     After conducting right seat rides, the battalion is now preparing to conduct its own combat missions.  The Soldiers of the battalion are well trained and ready to undertake these upcoming tasks, whether they are artillery or infantry related.  

[image: image3.jpg]


Iraqi mosque 
    

Commanders’ Corner

HHS BTRY: For HHS Battery, the convoy north to Baghdad proved challenging and rewarding.  The challenges we faced allowed us to test and refine the skills we trained on in Kuwait in an actual tactical environment. The convoy also helped to bring our Soldiers together as a team.  Everyone had to pull their weight to make the movement a success.  Countless hours were spent repairing or recovering vehicles while still maintaining tactical security.  Through the dust and heat, the Headhunters displayed their 

true colors.  Not to rest on their laurels, the battery moved into camp and onto work. They continue to train on vital skills, improving living conditions, establishing work areas while also participating in a familiarization with the Baghdad areas.  Many were able to interact with the populace while capturing lessons learned from other units.  The many hours these soldiers tirelessly put in each day are a direct result of your daily support.  Thanks for all you do!

[image: image4.png]



A SSG In HHS Battery getting ready for a patrol

A BTRY: Alpha Battery left Camp Udairi, Kuwait in route to Camp Victory North, located just outside of Baghdad International Airport.  The Gators mission was to protect two large convoys of vehicles, made up of personnel from 210th FSB and 2-15 HHS elements.  The battery quickly discovered that the four-day trip would 

be anything but an ordinary drive up north.  It would take four long days on the road, dealing with broken down vehicles, brown out driving conditions, lack of roads, and the ever-present enemy threat.  

    However, the Gators had trained long and hard in Kuwait on just such conditions and easily rose to the task.  When vehicles broke down from other units, the Gators quickly secured the sight, recovered the vehicle, and had the convoy moving again.  Their speed and professionalism was noted several times by the 210th FSB personnel that were escorted.  This was just the beginning of another historic month for the Gators that would end with numerous “right seat rides” with the 1st Cavalry Division.  

    Alpha Battery arrived safely at Camp Victory on the 21st of July 2004.  The first focus was on recovery operations and getting settled in to our new home.  Soldiers were pleased to find their new living conditions were far better than those in Kuwait.  Tents had been replaced with actual two-man rooms, flush toilets replaced “port-o-potties”, and brand new shower trailers had replaced overcrowded showers.  The dining facility proved to be equally as impressive with its pasta, sandwich, and ice cream bars, along with large selections on the main line.  Rest assured the Gators will be well fed over the course of the deployment.  
    After recovering for a few days, the Gators were given a new focus: “right seat rides” with the 1st Cavalry 

Division.  The battery went out with several different cavalry units to watch, listen, and learn about the missions they perform and how they go about accomplishing those missions.  We participated in conducting both mounted and dismounted patrols of Baghdad and its surrounding areas. We set up traffic control points to check for illegal activity, established observation posts, conducted cordon and search operations, and inspected miles of roadway for improvised explosive devices.  All of this will help prepare the Gators for upcoming missions.  There is no doubt in anyone’s mind that the Gators are incredibly capable of accomplishing whatever tasks are put in front of them.  Alpha Battery is prepared to do anything that will help win this fight and bring us home safely.  
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Iraqi children wave at the HHS convoy going by

B BTRY: As Bravo 2-15 FA’s up-armored HMMWVs wind down the narrow streets of a small Iraqi town, several children peek over the walls to see us, wave, and disappear as we drive by.  The markets are crowded with local people doing their daily shopping, a farmer is working in the field, planting his crops and there is another traffic jam.  This is a typical day in Iraq.

    In the three weeks that we have been in Iraq, we have conducted mounted patrols both day and night, in urban areas as well as the countryside.  We have conducted “snap” traffic control points, set up observation points, and learned a small part of the Iraqi culture. 

    The Bulldogs also sat with local leaders to discuss future projects and to see the schools and water treatment facilities being built.  Additionally we have seen the Iraqi National Guard training facilities and their ever-increasing role with the Coalition Forces.  

    Since we have arrived in Iraq, we have trained with a variety of units.  These units have been executing stability operations for several months and taught us a lot about our upcoming missions.    
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A liaison interacts  with some Iraqi children
C BTRY: The last thirty days included many long drives with new faces and places.  Cold Steel first moved up from Kuwait to Baghdad on hot three-day trek with 2-14 IN.  We were tasked to provide security to the Brigade Signal Company on the trip.  The ride took us across the Euphrates River into the Fertile Crescent and ended on Camp Victory North, which is located on the grounds of a palace.   The battery is more than pleased with our new air conditioned rooms and chow hall that serves milkshakes.  Cold Steel was shown all of the areas of Baghdad by the 1st CAV DIV units that are serving along side of us.  The units that took us around taught us all of their tactics and techniques that have made them successful serving in Baghdad.  We have just received our first mission and we are more than ready to accomplish it.    
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Cold Steel on Patrol

ALLONS 6:  This last month has been a very eventful one for the battalion.  We tactically moved the entire battalion from Kuwait to Baghdad, and the Soldiers performed superbly.  We are now poised to provide fire support to the Commando Brigade and the “First Team” (1st CAV DIV), protect the force, and support any other missions we are needed to do.  The types of missions we will do here are very broad.  Baghdad is a curious place with many sub-communities that range from dirt poor to fairly affluent, and urban sprawl to large clusters of date palm groves.  For the most part, the people are neutral or friendly to us.  The children are especially friendly.  Kids are kids no matter where you go.  But all of us know how dangerous this place can be and are taking appropriate measures to keep each other safe while still completing the mission.  

    Living conditions for all have improved much, but we will not stop trying to make life here better.  Reenlistments have continued at a strong pace as our Soldiers take advantage of the bonuses available for their specialties.

    We have made some important key leader personnel moves to ensure continued professional development and properly manage our personnel.  Congratulations to 1SG Kadaraitis on his promotion and assignment as B Btry First Sergeant, and a special welcome for 1SG East as he takes on the increased responsibility as the HHS First Sergeant. Another special congratulation goes to our Deputy Commander on his recent selection for promotion to lieutenant colonel!    

    To the Family Readiness Groups, the families, the volunteers, our Adopt-a-Platoon sponsors, and friends of the battalion, thanks for being the motivation behind our success, and the reason we can succeed. 
Let’s Go!
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