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[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]SUBJECT:  Mountain Winter Warfare Course Method of Instruction (MOI)

1. References: See Enclosure 3.
2. Purpose:  To prescribe the objectives, responsibilities and scheduling of the 10th Mountain Division (LI) Mountain Winter Warfare Course.
3. Mission:  The mission of the Mountain Winter Warfare Course is to train 10th Mountain Division (LI) Soldiers in basic mountaineering and winter warfare tactics in order to enhance their unit abilities while operating in and through rough terrain. 
4. Commanders Intent:  To train the 10th Mountain Division (LI) leaders in the critical skills, knowledge, and confidence necessary to effectively function in winter and mountain environments.  The skills taught at the Mountain Winter Warfare Course will give pre-knowledge of courses taught at AMWS.  The final goal is to have units capable of conducting mountaineering operations in an area of high historical significance to the 10th Mountain Division.  The Light Fighters School (LFS) Cadre will provide:	
a. The standard for 10th Mountain Division (LI), Mountain Winter Warfare tactics.
b. Basic tactical doctrine in Mountaineering.
c.  Method of instruction in basic military mountaineering, tactical combat casualty care, and Winter Warfare.
5. [bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Course Philosophy:  The Mountain Winter Warfare Course is designed to introduce leaders to operate in a mountainous environment.  Students will be immersed into a low stress but high pace atmosphere where they will be tested physically and mentally in a classroom and field environment.  By doing this, the course will equip graduates with the knowledge, skills, and confidence necessary to successfully operate in winter and mountain environments.  The lessons will prepare students for their training at the Army Mountain Warfare School (AMWS).

6. Scope:  Successful graduation from the 10th Mountain Division (LI) Mountain Winter Warfare Course certifies that the student is effective in operating in winter and mountain environments.  The course is 10 days in duration.  Days 01-03 are for basic mountaineering techniques, rappelling and CASEVAC and are an average of 10 hours a day.  Days 04-08 are for winter warfare tactics.  The Mountain Winter Warfare Course is broken down into two phases with a culmination event on day 9:
a. Phase 1 begins with training on knots, basic rappelling, and introduction to systems.  This phase ends with the successful completion of a knots test.  The key tasks for this phase are knot tying, anchor construction, rappelling, and constructing fixed ropes.  The standards are derived from the Army Mountain Warfare School at Ethan Allen Firing Range.  Essential to this phase is that all students understand the principles needed to maneuver through a mountain environment.  Additional blocks of instruction will include characteristics of mountain terrain and CASEVAC, which will also include patient packaging and environmental injuries.

b. Phase 2 begins with classroom instruction on environmental effects on weapons, heating tent set-up, fighting positions in cold weather environments, shooting platforms, and cold weather tactics and techniques.  
c. The culmination event will be an eight hour platoon maneuver that will assess the class on maneuvering through a simulated mountainous environment that forces them to use techniques learned throughout the course.
7. Standards:  All critical tasks will be graded according to Army approved training performance measures.
a. Personnel will be graduates of the course and recommend for training at AMWS if they meet all training requirements.

(1) Pass the Knots test with a total score of 240 points out of 300 points on the knot test.  How to tie the knot and purpose for the knot (Drop Event On Retest)
(a) Figure Eight Bend

(b) Water Knot

(c) Bowline

(d) Clove Hitch

(e) Prussik

(f) Double Figure Eight

(g) Rerouted Figure Eight

(h) Munter

(i) Super Munter

(j) Square Knot

(k) Auto-Block

(l) Butterfly Coil with Farmers Tie Off

(m)  Field Expedient Harness

(n) Girth Hitch

(p) Munter Mule


(2)  Pass the Hauling Test with a minimum of 40 out of 50 points within 12 minutes.

(3)  Pass the CASEVAC Lowering Test with a minimum of 80 out of 100 points within 12 minutes.  
b. Those personnel that fail to pass one of these critical events will not proceed to the end of the course.  
c. Students are not allowed to miss more than 1 hours of training or they will be released from the course.
8. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Course Prerequisites:
a. Students must report in prescribed Day 01 uniform along with the complete packing list to include inspectors name rank and phone number. (See Enclosure 1) 
b. Students must have Mountain Winter Warfare sponsor sheet on hand and completely filled out by sponsor. (See Enclosure 2)
c.  Students with a physical profile will not be allowed to enter the course.
d. Students must have their sponsor present on Day 01.
9. Eligibility Criteria:
a. IAW DA PAM 351-4, the following 10th Mountain Division (LI) personnel are permitted to attend on a voluntary basis:  
b. All MOS/Branch male and female enlisted/officers in all grades.
10. Policies:
a. The Mountain Winter Warfare Course is staffed and operated by the Light Fighters School (LFS), Fort Drum, New York.  Additional support requirements are resourced by the Operations NCOIC.
b. Students will be evaluated routinely on their performance and by executing periodic examinations.  A training file will be kept on every Soldier and will be held by Light Fighters School.
c. Students whose performance is below course standards will receive a verbal and written counseling from their instructor.
d. Students can be dropped from the course due to safety violations or disciplinary counseling.  All incidents will be formally documented on a DA Form 4856.
11. Tasks to Division G3:
a. Publish approved MOI and ensure all supporting tasks and missions are assigned to subordinate units.  Coordinate with G4 for the acquisition of all necessary resources for the course.  Assist Light Fighters School as necessary in coordinating for all training resources.
b. Ensure all course dates within the next twelve months are posted on the Division LRC, LRTC, and SRC.
12. Tasks to Light Fighters School:
a. Maintain student training files and record keeping IAW AR 25-400-2 and the operations community files. Counsel students who fail to meet course standards and keep counseling in historic files.
b. Maintain student-training files in historic archives from inception of the Mountain Winter Warfare course. 
c. Proponent for the Mountain Winter Warfare course provides all instruction IAW the Army's eight step training model and the published POI with T&EOs. 
d. Conduct instructor training IAW ABIC standards and conduct follow-up training. 
13. Tasks to individual units and sponsors:
a. Have students report to LFS (T-3897) at 0600 hours on Day 01.  Ensure Soldier report in prescribed Day 1 uniform along with the complete packing list (See Enclosure 1).  Ensure students have Mountain Winter Warfare Course sponsor sheet completely filled out and signed by their sponsor (See Enclosure 2).  Ensure students sponsor is present for DAY 1 and remains at LFS until packing list layout is complete.
b. Submit students name to the Mountain Winter Warfare Course for inclusion onto the Mountain Winter Warfare Course roster to Mr. Daryl Harris at daryl.lyle.harris@us.army.mil NLT 30 Days prior to Day 01.
c. Schools NCOs must, at a minimum, contact LFS Operations monthly to ensure correct and up-to-date information (i.e., times, dates, packing list, etc.). Schools NCO’s must be present on Day 01 to support their students efforts to attend Mountain Winter Warfare Course and to permit attendance for any alternates in place of a Soldier holding a primary slot.
14. Special Instructions:
a. Only the prescribed uniform IAW AR 670-1 will be authorized for wear.  
b. Students will report to the Mountain Winter Warfare Course in good health and physical condition.  Sick call screening will be available at the LFS.  The cadre or medics from LFS will transport Soldiers who have an immediate need to go to sick call at CTMC.  
15. There will be a graduation ceremony for the Mountain Winter Warfare Course.  It will be held at the Light Fighter School at 1430 on the last day of the course.
16. The Method of Instruction, to include packing lists and all enclosures, can be found on the Light Fighters School’s portal page under G3 Training, https://west.esps.disa.mil/Army/CMDS/FORSCOM_10mtn/g3/SiteAssets/Schools.aspx
17. Point of contact is SFC Holt (Mountain Winter Warfare Course NCOIC) at office 315-772-0421.  Email is:  jared.l.holt.mil@mail.mil.  





3 Encls				              CRAIG W. BOSVELD
1.  Packing List				   CPT, IN
2.  Sponsor Certification			   Commanding
3.  Reference List

DISTRIBUTION:
ADC(O)
ADC(S)
CofS
CSM, 1st IBCT
CSM, 2nd IBCT
CSM, 3rd IBCT
CSM, 4th IBCT
CSM, 10th Sustainment Brigade
CSM, 10th CAB
Division CSM
Garrison CDR
G3
G3/OPS
G3/SGM
G3/TNG
G4
G6
RBC
Range Control
TSC
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